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ISTANBUL: SECRETS OF THE CITY | 5 4 -

A WELL-KNOWN TOUR GUIDE, INVESTIGATIVE AUTHOR, AND

TRAVELLER, FARUK PEKIN IS ONE OF THE FIRST NAMES IN CULTURAL

TUURISM IN TURKEY. WE SPOKE WITH HIM ABOUT HIS NEW BOOK, : _ . ;

ISTANBUL: SECRETS OF THE CITY, OUT NOW FROM ALFA PRESS. i _ y : #

ROPORTAJ/ INTERVIEW : KUBRA GOL LAMBAOGLU FOTOGRAFLAR / PHOTOGRAPHY: FEST TRAVEL ARSIV / ARCHIVES y

Kitabinizda okuyucuya ne anlatmak tizere yola giktiniz? What is it that you wanted to convey to readers through your book?

Bu sehir, {i¢ biiyiik imparatorluga baskentlik etmis ve This city has been around for 16 centuries and has been the

16 asirdir ayakta. On bin yillik kesintisiz bir yasamin capital of three great empires. Everywhere are traces of its

izleri ortada. Diinyanin bircok iinlii bagkenti tek kiiltiirlii; uninterrupted 10,000-year history. In other world_ capitals #

Istanbul’un sahip oldugu tarihsel siireklilige, kesintisizlige you’ll find a single culture, but none of them have Istanbul’s . . “a

ve cok kiiltiirliiliige sahip degil. Bu sehir tarih, doga, cografya,  historical, uninterrupted multi-cultural history. The city’s B

flora, fa}una, mutfak ve mimari gibi pek cok acidan egsiz. history, nature, setting, flora, fauna, cuisine and architecture #

Ancak Istanbul’da yagsayanlarin biiyiik cogunlugu bu kiiltiirel are exquisite. However, the vast majority of its residents are . ~

mirasin farkinda degil ve sehrin kiiltiirel degerleriyle
etkilesimleri ¢ok zayif. Ben 30 y1il1 agkin siiredir Adim
Adim Istanbul® gezileri diizenleyen bir seyahat acentesini
yonetiyorum ve yillardir Istanbullulari, istanbul’da
gezdiriyorum.
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unaware of its cultural heritage, and their interaction with it is
minimal. I've been managing the travel agency that organises
tours called Adim Adim Istanbul® (“Step-by-Step Istanbul”)
for close to 30 years. I've been taking Istanbulites on tours of
Istanbul for years. During this time, I’ve shown thousands of
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Tiim bu siire zarfinda on binlerce
Istanbulluya, baktiklar: halde
goremedikleri ya da bir alt sokaklarinda
bulunan ama bilmedikleri nice tarihi ve
cagdas eseri tanmittik; istanbul’un nice farkh
yiiziinii gosterdik. Celigkiler yumag bir
kentte yagiyoruz; gerceklik ve efsaneler,
telas ve siiklinet, zenginlik ve yoksulluk,
glizellikler ve cirkinlikler, kiiltiir mirasina
sahip cikma ve yok etme cabalari, ona agik
olma ya da ondan nefret etme, hepsi bir
arada... Ancak tiim bu kaotik hava icerisinde
Istanbul halen kars1 konulmaz bir ¢cekim
merkezi. Kendine 6zgii bir biiytisii, bir
ruhu, enerjisi var. Istanbul: Sehrin Sirlart
kitabimda da insanlar1 bir kez daha bu
sehirle tanistirmak ve onun ritmini,
biiyiisiinii aktarmak istedim.

Kitabinizin istanbul’a dair yazilmis diger
kitaplardan farki nedir?

Bu kadar koklii bir gecmisi, bityiik bir
kiiltiirel mirasi tagiyan Istanbul {izerine
elbette pek cok yayin var. Maalesef bu
yayinlarin cogunda Istanbul 6lii bir kent
gibi ele aliniyor. insan faktorii, bu kentin
halen yasayan, capcanli bir sehir oldugu
gercegi es geciliyor. Bu gibi hayiflanmalar
bu kentin yararina degil zararina. Ciinkii
onu sadece gecmisiyle degil bugiiniiyle
de sevmek gerekiyor. Insan sevdigine
sahip ¢ikar, sevdigini korur. Tanimadig:
bir sehri neden sevsin, neden korusun?
Bir sehri tanimanin ancak sokaklarinda
kaybolmakla, onu adim adim gezmekle
miimkiin olabilecegine inaniyorum;
yillardir da bu inancim dogrultusunda
bu sehri tanitmaya cabaliyorum. Bu kitap
30 yillik bir cabanin {iriinii diyebiliriz.

Peki, sizin tercihiniz hangi istanbul’da
yasamak olurdu? Gegmisteki mi, bugiinkii mi?
Istanbul’'un gecmisine, nostaljik
fotograflarina takilip kalmanin, “Nerede

o eski Istanbul?” hayiflanmalarinda
kaybolmanin, ge¢misin mirasina da
giiniimiiz Istanbul’una da bir faydasi

yok. Benim tercihim, her siniftan ve
tabakadan insanin, ge¢misiyle, tarihi
dokusuyla, kiiltiirel mirasiyla ve dogal
giizellikleriyle sahip ciktig1 bir istanbul’da
yasamak; ayni giizelligi bizden sonra
gelecek nesillerin de 6grenmesini,
yasamasini, deneyimlemesini saglamak...
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& “BIiR SEHRI

TANIMANIN ANCAK
SOKAKLARINDA
KAYBOLMAKLA,
ONU ADIM ADIM
GEZMEKLE
MUMKON
OLABILECEGINE
INANIYORUM.”

“| BELIEVE THAT
THE ONLY WAY
TO GET TO KNOW

ACITY IS TO

GET LOST IN ITS w 3
STREETS, TO —
WALKEVERY INCH  Fo o
QF IT” -

Istanbulites the many different facets of the city, introducing them to

things they’ve looked at but never really seen and to historical and modern
works hidden on the city’s backstreets. Ours is a city of contradictions: myth
and reality, anxiety and serenity, wealth and poverty, beauty and ugliness,
efforts to preserve cultural heritage as well as to destroy it, those who love it as
well as those who hate it, all mixed together... Amidst all this chaos, istanbul

is still a powerful magnet like no other. It’s got its own magic, its own spirit,

its own energy. I wanted my book Istanbul: Secrets of the City to reintroduce
people to the city so they could feel its rhythm and its magic.

How does your book differ from other books on istanbul?

Naturally, there are very many books about a city with such a long and
distinguished history as Istanbul. Unfortunately, most of them approach
Istanbul as if it were a dead city. They gloss over the human factor, the fact

that this is still a living, vibrant city. Laments aren’t helpful; they’re harmful to
the city. You can’t just be in love with the past; you have to love the present, too.
If you love something, you protect it, you preserve it. Why should anyone love
or protect a city they don’t know? I believe that the only way to get to know a
city is to get lost in its streets, to walk every inch of it. It’s this belief that has led
me to spend years helping people get to know this city. You could say that this
book is the product of 30 years of work.

If you had a choice, which istanbul would you live in - the city of the past, or the city as
itis today?

There’s no use getting caught up in nostalgic photos or the history of the city.
Just bemoaning, “Whatever happened to old istanbul?” doesn’t do any good,
neither for the city’s legacy nor for its current situation. I want to live in an
Istanbul where every class and category of people takes ownership of the
city’s past, its historical fabric, its cultural heritage and its natural beauty

and ensures that these riches are available for future generations to
experience, live in and learn from.
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